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IT Penetration: Japan lust Lair ta Middling
We all know Japan is @ high-tach heaven, but

when it pomas o T pandration I numbers
are, vmll, mumlona. Tha's tha word lrem the
Japan Cantar fsr Seonamle Bemwa nch, which
found that tha noton ranked o middling 1.4th
out of 31 cour riss surveyed for IT penstra
tion. The survay waos bosed on per copifo pen-
etratian rales cf fead-line phoses, mabile
phonas, Imtarntf wage cnd pecsanal compot-
ers amoigil ofvar things. Tha figu res wene
originalfy compiled kv be Intemetional
Telecemmumnicgrias Lnban.

The cantar warns that Japan’s ranking
could gl warss if ihe government and corpo-
rations don't maks a concaried afort to
increcas panstralian, Amnong Asan countries,
Japan lags behind Singopere [Sth] and Hang
Kong (1) Talwon "I,'!Ih] and fawlh Karza
(1 9th' a's vhll bakind Jopan in tha awarall
ranking, but Tolwen comigs in fiesrin moehile
phoné panelraticn and llorsn is Mo 4 for
Internat sers. Thasa coundres have besn
movirg up the racks quickly over the past six
years, while J-upm’; r'l;l'ml'“ has stoyed'
Unchdl'w al 14 slpce '1FFP-

“lapan is dill lnading Aslan Rations in
manulssduring, bl it e lerger has the same
kind of lsading posifion in tha IT industry,”
says Mariyass Yamaiawn, @ landing
researcher af the cenfer

Japon dons hava its tirenghhs. Intermet 2n-
etratian & grawieg rapid i ond the combry &
known Fer its mabia pho e lschnolegins. Bu
other ecanirias veam to ko gatiing stronger
faster. The U5 secured the hep pos tion for the
2001 survey svan thaugl 1 mobde phans
ranking [24th] waosn't theit imprassive. The US
make# up far thal sith | ale rakings in the num-
ber of I5Ps [18f] cnd FCs {Zad].

Chilna meay b a kitta » i feeme of sar cadi-
ta figures, bat it is secoming @ lken as for as
real numhasrs apg concaried. In aksolibe ferms
the numksrs of mobile phioms usen, ond PCs are
rising. Chima is qlnuud:'r closs bo Gw.mnl_.l
(which ranks 168k in ihe poroopdc suvey) ond
had 3.42 millian mohile ahone wiers to
Germang's 3.7 milian, and 23 milion PCs to
Germany's 27 milion last year. @
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